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From "London Replanned" 


Previous issues of the Bulletin have reported on plans under preparation by the 
Royal Academy of Arts, the London County Council, and the Modern Architectural Re- 
search Group for the rebuilding of London, Captain Graham Aldis, a member of the 
Urban Land Institute who is now in England, has recently discussed the Royal Academy 
Flan wito British planners, and sends us further information about it. 


The illustration reproduced here is from the Interim Report of the Royal Academy 
Planning Committee, It presents a tentative proposal for a ring road connecting all 
main line terminal stations, the treatment of canals as amenities as well as trans- 
portation ways, the segregation of pedestrian thoroughfares and public gatnering 
places from heavy traffic arteries, relief roads to supplement main traffic routes, 
better building sites on important road frontages, and the opening of street vistas, 
The report also proposes a new circular underground electric railway, with all rail- 
way lines within the circle of the ring road electrified and underground, 


Emphasis is upon architectural effect and utility rather than upon two-dimensional 
land planning. Sir Charles Bressey, Vice-Chairman of the Committee, in the intro- 
duction to the report, thus summarizes the architectural point of view: "The new 
road in its pristine innocence, as it leaves the engineer's hands, is no more than 
a string on which the architect is invited to thread his choicest pearls." 
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There is a strong recommendation for control of building design, which members of the 
Committee believe can be achieved without monotonous repetition. "Appreciable lengths 
of frontage should be treated as one unit and harmoniously designed as one composition," 
the report states, "Variety can be obtained between the blocks of building rather than 
between the individual buildings forming the blocks, and a unity for the whole street 
be obtained by breadth of design combined with careful consideration of heights and 
materials." 


Criticism of the plan, Captain Aldis informs us, is directed principally toward its 
preoccupation with the kind of grandiose display that characterized the past era in 
planning. Defenders counter that accent upon architectural grouping and effect is 

appropriate in a plan for the monumental parts of a capitol city. 


Tnis work of the Royal Academy is not wholly an outgrowth of war conditions, It has 
its beginnings in the Bressey-Lutyens report of 1937, which dealt with the traffic re- 
quirements of London and the architectural aspects of new routes, Air raids’ on central 
London have brought only an “incidental incentive" for replanning the City. 


HUGH POTTER TO HEAD U.L.I, IN 1943 


Hugh Potter of Houston was elected President of the Urban Land Institute at the third 
annual meeting of U.L.I., held in Washington on January 29, Mr. Potter is the develop- 
er of River Oaks, widely known as an outstanding example of neighoorhood building. He 
is a past president of the National Association of Real Estate Boards, former Chairman 
of the Home Builders Emergency Committee, a director of the National Association of 
Hone Builders, a director of the National Committee on the Housing Emergency, former 
Chairman of the Houston City Planning Commission, and the recently appointed Chairman 
of the Post-War Planning Committee of the Houston Chamber of Commerce, 


Other Officers of the Institute, Arthur W. Binns, Vice-President; Herbert U. Nelson, 
Secretary; and Kenneth E. Rice, Treasurer, were reelected to their respective offices, 
New members of the Board of Trustees elected at the Washington meeting are: Albert 
Greenfield, Philadelphia; Guy Greer, New York City; and Mrs. Samuel I, Rosenman, New 
York City. Louis Brownlow, Chicago; Harry Chandler, Los Angeles; and Walter R. 
MacCornack, Cambridge, were reelected to serve for additional three-year terms on the 
Board. 


The February issue of the Bulletin, now being prepared to appear early in the month, 
will be given over to a report on the proceedings of the annual meeting and the Con- 
ference on Urban Redevelopment in the Post-War Emergency that was held in connection 
with it, The session, well attended by prominent figures in the fields of planning, 
real estate, housing, land development, and local government, brought about impor- 
tant advances in the Institute's program which will be reported on fully in the next 
issue, 


CALIFORNIA CONSIDERS URBAN REDEVELOPMENT LAW 


An urban redevelopment bill is about to be introduced in California, If it is en- 
acted, California will be the fiftn state to adopt legislation for implementing a 
program of city rebuilding. Similar legislation is now in foree in New York, Illinois, 
Michigan, and Kentucky. Details of tne proposed California act are not available, 

but we are advised by one of the proponents that the measure will seek to cerry out 
most of the suggestions outlined in the U.L.I. brocnure, A Proposal For Rebuilding 
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CONGRESSIONAL INTEREST IN POST-WAR PLANNING 


The Seventy-Eighth Congress began its work on post-war planning problems with the open- 
ing day of the session, Bills dealing with post-war planning commissions, the read- 
justment of industry, the development of housing programs, and the expansion of civil 
aeronautics in the post-war period are already in the hopper. We summarize below a 
number of them that will be of special interest to members of the Institute, 


S. R. 13 (Senator Taft of Ohio) To autnorize a sub-committee of the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor to study all branches and activities of the National Housing Agency, 
and to recommend a plan: (1) for the disposition of emergency housing at the end of 
the war; (2) for the construction of housing after the war, including that to be pro- 
vided by private capital or private agencies, and that to be provided by government 
funds or government agencies; and (3) for all other housing, witn special reference tc 
the possibility of encouraging home ownership, and of eliminating slums and other 
deteriorated areas, and witn special reference to the extent of the necessity of the 
Federal government's subsidizing housing for lower income groups. 


S. J. R. 22 (Senator Pepper of Florida) To apvoint a joint committee of the Congress 
to make a study of war and post-war problems. This is a reintroduction of the Bill 

known as S.J.2. 131 which received a favorable committee report in the last session 

of Congress, The only change in the new Bill is a reduction in the proposed commit- 
tee appropriation from $25,000 to $10,000. 


H. R. 8 (Representative Ludlow of Indiana) To create a Federal Industrial Commission 
to aid in the stabilization of employment in industry, agriculture, and commerce. The 
commission would recommend "such legislation as will absorb the unemployed and enable 
employees to obtain a saving wage and investors a reasonnble dividend" after making 
surveys, studies, and investigations. 


H. J. R. 28 (Representative Mundt of Soutn Dakota) To create a post-war planning com- 
mission, The proposed commission would study proposals of domestic economy as well 
#8 international policy as a basis for making recommendations, 


H. J. R. 36 (Representative Voorhies of California) To establish a National Commis- 
sion for Post-War Reconstruction, This reintroduces H.. J. 291 of the Seventy-Seventh 
Congress with some slight changes in wording and in the organization of the proposed 
commission, including a provision thet the chairman shall be elected from one of its 
Congressional members. Originally referred to the Ways and Means Committee, the new 
Bill has since been discharged and assigned to the Committee on Labor which gave it 

a favorable report last year, 


H. R. 1012 (Representative Lea of California) To amend the Civil Aeronautics Act of 
1938 as amended, Far more than may be inferred by the title, this Bill reaches 


| deeply into urban planning and municipal government. It directs the Civil Aeronau- 


tics Board to investigate and report to the Congress "concerning the probable techno- 
logical and commercial developments in air commerce which may be anticipated during 
the immediate post-war period" and to include in such report a plan "for the sound 
and swift development of air commerce in the United States...." 


Under this general directive there are a number of specific provisions of major im- 
portance to the cities: (1) The administrator is authorized to "formulate and main- 
tain a Nation-wide program for zoning, for the purposes of aerial navigation, in the 


|Vicinity of landing areas and such other places as may be appropriate." (2) The 


Administrator is directed to establish an air safety area around any landing area 
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and to promulgate sucn reasonable regulations governing the height of structures and 
objects of natural growth applicable within the area as may be appropriate to effecu- 
ate the zoning program, In determining reasonableness of zoning regulations, the ad- 
ministrator is directed to take into account the value of the property affected, the 
neture of the neignbornood, probable military importance, nature of air traffic using 
tne landing area, feasibility and adeauacy of otner means for minimizing risks to 
aerial navigation in tne vicinity of tne landing area. (3) Enforcement of zoning 
regulations would be by order of the Administrator which could require violators to 
correct violations and would entitle them to receive just compensation determined by 
tne Administrator, (4) The states and local government would be prohibited from 
imposing any "Tax, assesement, fee, or levy upon any air carrier or air contractor, 
or upon its operations or properties, in a manner, or on a basis, which results or 

is likely to result in multiple taxation or in a payment by such carrier or contrac- 
tor of more than an amount fairly al’ cable to such State, Territory, or possession 


having in view the operaticns, if any, of suca corrier or contractor outside such 
State, Territory, or possession." 


H. C. R. 2 (Representative Dirksen of Illinoie) To establish a Joint Committee on 
Planning ami Reconstruction and a Congresg.cna). Pleniing and Reconstruction Service. 
This reintroduces H. C. R. 84 of the previous sessivun which was described in the 
November 1942 Bulletin, 


Mev TAX BILLS WOULD AFTECT CITIES 


8. 436 (Senator Langer of North Dakota) To authorize the taxation of “any lands or 
premises held or acquired by or for tne use of the United States or any department, 
eetablishment or agency thereof, within the boundaries of any State or any duly 


constituted taxing authoricy therein heving jurisdiction to tax such lands or pre- 
mises," 


H. J. R. 56 (Representative Ccffee of Washingtcn) To create a Commission on Tax 
Integration to "suggest ways and means to integrate the various tax structures to 
the end that inequitable burdens be avoided ard the financial stability of the 
verious governmental units be assured." This reiutroduces H. J. R. 326 of the 
Seventh-Seventh Congress. The new Bill has been referred to the Rules Committee, 


H. R. 491 (Representative Angell of Oregon) To establisn a Commission on Taxation 
in the United States that would "recommend a program to integrate and unify the 
entire tax structure of the Nation upon a yattern or policy of economic and social 
concepts conseonant witn the modern democratic principles of tne Nation." This re- 
introduces H. R. 5196 of the last Congress. The only change is in a provision ror 
appropriating funds for the Commission's work. 


Representative Patman in a recent public statement indicates that he will shortly 
introduce a Bill that would require Federal Reserve Banks to assume some of the 
obligations of states, counties, and cities that are now facing decreased revenues, 
According to the news release, Representative Patman's bill would require the 
Federal Reserve Banks to accept those obligations that become delinquent and pay 
for them at par and accrued interest, or at the fair market price or at the price 
on some date before Pearl Harbor whichever is the lowest, 


FOSTER WINTER HEADS DETROIT BLIGHTED AREA COMMITTEE 


Mayor Edward J. Jeffries of Detroit has recently appointed U.L.I, Trustee Foster 
Winter, of the J. L. Hudson Company, to the chairmanship of a special executive con- 
mittee to study the problems of tne City's deteriorated areas, The committee will 
seek necessary action to improve the environment of tnese old areas and restore them 
to productivity. 








